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beautifully decorated with fret work, azure borders with
inscriptions of gold ideas after the Eastern manner; making
together, it is most certain, a grand appearance and must have
cost an infinite sum; but yet the outside we were assured
bears scarce any proportion to the beauty and riches within,
where particularly the tomb of Ali is adorned with jewels
of infinite value and works of immense cost. However, we
were also told by some that the jewels adorning the inside
of the mosque were far from being all real, for many were
fictitious, not only by appointment, but also the roguery of
some who have found means to make an exchange to their
advantage. And what seems somewhat surprising is the
conduct of the Turks with regard to this place, who, tho* at
war with Persia and always abominating that sect, have
nevertheless thro' fear or superstition hitherto refrained from
any attempt on this unguarded deposit of riches.
The King of Persia has here a Chan, as well in reverence
to the holy place as to inspect the work, which is not as yet
finished1; the outward gate being a very mean entrance, and
the wall surrounding the court is at present only rough stones
and mortar, which makes a sorry appearance; but the design
is that the whole shall be finally compleat, and no great
space of time will be necessary thereto, unless it be to finish
the pavement of the court, which, by what already appears,
will be exceeding curious, and when the design is entirely
effected, the most exquisite and lasting monument of de-
votion and grandeur the rebel monarch could possibly leave
to the followers of Ali in particular and the Mahometan world
in general.
From the gate of the mosque and with the same company
we were carried to a house, where our conductor informed
us we must remain till next morning; and thoj we signified
no small discontent at his insisting thereon, it was all to no
purpose. The country, he said, was full of robbers, and going
from the town to the caravan without strong company en-
dangered us to be robbed and even murdered, and that no
1 It was Nadir Shah's policy to embellish the Tomb of AH; see Niebuhr,
op. cit. p. 210.